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IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING “CON-ED BY ENDORSEMENT”


To all EMSI Region Providers and Instructors:

As we continue to improve the continuing education process, we have determined that there is longstanding confusion regarding the purpose and use of “con-ed by endorsement.”

In order to be eligible for continuing education hours, a course must first be approved by the Bureau of EMS for continuing education.  This is a one-time process that requires submission of a proposed course to the Regional Council, which reviews the proposed course to be sure it falls within the required EMS Scope of Practice and provides instruction or information that is appropriate for EMS providers.  Following this review, the course is sent to the Bureau of EMS for final approval.  Approved courses are assigned an identification number that remains the same for the life of the course.  

Most approved continuing education courses can be offered by accredited Continuing Education Sponsors throughout the state.  In order to offer a course for continuing education credit, a Continuing Education Sponsor must register the class, at least 30 days in advance, with the EMS Council for the Region in which the class will be held.  Failure to properly register the class results in NO continuing education credits being awarded for that class.

Certain Continuing Education Sponsors have been informing students who take unregistered classes that the providers will be eligible to receive “con-ed by endorsement” through the EMS Council. This is INCORRECT.

“Con-ed by endorsement” is intended for:

1. An EMS provider who takes a program that may be eligible for continuing education, subject to a review of curriculum, but is not offered in Pennsylvania (such as a class taken at a national EMS conference);

1. An EMS provider who takes a program that may be eligible for continuing education, subject to a review of curriculum, but is not offered through a traditional EMS education program (such an nursing conference that includes medical topics applicable to EMS);

1. An EMS provider who takes a program that IS an approved for continuing education in Pennsylvania, but the class is not taught in Pennsylvania (such as an ACLS class taken in Ohio).



“Con-ed by endorsement” is NOT intended for:

1. An EMS provider who takes an EMS program that is already approved for continuing education in Pennsylvania, but the Continuing Education Sponsor DOES NOT properly register the class (such as rescue certification courses).

It is important to understand that it is the responsibility of the EMS provider, NOT the course sponsor or instructor, to demonstrate to the Bureau of EMS that the unregistered course meets the standards required for continuing education approval and credit.  

The situation that arises most often is where a Continuing Education Sponsor, who is offering a course that has been approved for continuing education, fails to register the class with the EMS Council making the class INELIGIBLE for continuing education credit.  At the end of the class, the Continuing Education Sponsor tells the students that they must contact the EMS Council to obtain “con-ed by endorsement.”  Unfortunately for the student, “con-ed by endorsement” is not available for situations where the Continuing Education Sponsor simply fails to register an otherwise approved class.

A frequent example of this type of situation arises from classes taught in this Region by Bucks County Community College.  Bucks CCC recently sent an email to a student stating “Unfortunately since 2008 we no longer register courses for continuing education credits.”  Bucks CCC goes on to suggest that the student attempt to obtain continuing education credit through the “con-ed by endorsement” process.  However, as explained above, the student is not eligible for continuing education credit merely due to the failure of the Continuing Education Sponsor (in this case, Bucks CCC) to follow the requirements imposed by the Bureau of EMS and the EMS Councils.

In order to avoid confusion and help protect unsuspecting students, EMS providers and instructors in EMSI’s Region should confirm that they are in a properly registered and approved continuing education course by checking our “eConED” website at www.emsce.org or e-mailing Jackie Strasbaugh at jstrasbaugh@emsi.org.  If the course is not properly registered, we will provide any available information regarding comparable classes being offered that ARE properly registered and approved for continuing education credit to provide alternative class options.

Your time is valuable and we at EMSI want to be sure you use it effectively and get the proper continuing education credit for your hard work.


March 3, 2011
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