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When working in EMS, you become the heartbeat in your community. 
From there, the possibilities in the healthcare field are endless. 
There are multiple avenues to take on the ultimate care journey, 
but how do you know what career paths you can take starting out in EMS? 

An EMS professional can maybe be this, but that also, and this… 
all you have to do is look at some of the other ladder careers ahead:

MANAGER
SUPERVISOR
ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR
DISPATCHER
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT
INSTRUCTORS
MARKETING/SALES
FLIGHT PARAMEDIC
EMERGENCY ROOM TECHNICIAN (ER TECH)
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT REPAIRER
SURGICAL TECHNOLOGIST
HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNICIAN
OFFSHORE PARAMEDIC
CONTRACT PARAMEDIC
INDUSTRIAL MEDIC
FORENSIC SCIENCE TECHNICIAN
VETERINARY TECHNICIAN
RADIOLOGIC TECHNOLOGIST 
NURSE/REGISTERED NURSE
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INSTRUCTORS:
An EMS instructor provides supervision and 
instruction to students seeking a career as an 
EMT or paramedic. Responsibilities include the 
design or implementation of a training program 
for a trade school/college. This includes teaching 
field learning, skills laboratory and with 
class instruction.
 
MARKETING/SALES:
A person can become a professional in marketing 
and sales of an EMS organization or system or 
even pursue a career in sales of emergency 
medical equipment with top competitors. 
 
FLIGHT PARAMEDIC:
A flight paramedic plays a critical role in 
providing emergency medical services to remote 
locations. Flight paramedics are responsible for 
working to recover or stabilize the patient while 
in transport to a qualified medical facility. 
This requires providing emergency medical care 
for those with severe injury, trauma or illness.

EMERGENCY ROOM TECHNICIAN (ER TECH):  
ER techs are healthcare professionals that assist 
doctors and nurses in the ER. 
They are responsible for general medical duties 
such as assessing patients' needs, monitoring 
their health under the supervision of the staff 
nurse, gathering medical aid and compiling 
patient reports.
 
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT REPAIRER:
Medical equipment repairers, also known as 
biomedical equipment technicians (BMETs), 
repair a wide range of electronic, 
electromechanical, and hydraulic equipment 
used in hospitals and health practitioners' offices.

SURGICAL TECHNOLOGIST:
Surgical technologists, also called operating room 
technicians, assist with operations during the 
process of surgery. Surgical technologists may 
transport patients to surgery. They also prepare 
operating rooms, arrange equipment and help 
doctors during surgeries.
 
HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNICIAN:
Health information technicians collect, analyze, 
track treatment and follow-up information on 
patients. They respond to record requests and 
validate authorizations and other legal requests. 
These technicians also provide administrative 
support to other staff in the health information 
management department.

MANAGER:
An EMS manager showcases expertise and skill in 
administering oversight on all aspects of a large 
and complex emergency medical services 
system. This includes the functional direction 
of EMS programs, projects, and staff.
 
SUPERVISOR:
EMS supervisors can create schedules, 
assign/distribute work, prepare staff reports, 
back up workers in call-off situations and 
promote positive customer relations. 
They also interact with managers, boards,
 and dispatch centers to solve problems.
 
ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR:
An administrative director oversees the daily 
activities of the EMS department, establishes 
organizational goals and directs all assigned
EMS personnel on a daily basis.
 
DISPATCHER:
A dispatcher is a professional telecommunicator 
who collects facts from emergency reports, 
assesses the information to the most vital 
information, and relays that information to 
EMTs, fire fighters, and/or police.
 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT:
A physician assistant (PA) works in all areas of 
medicine, including primary care and family 
medicine, emergency medicine, and psychiatry. 
PAs practice medicine on teams with physicians, 
surgeons and other healthcare workers.
 

OFFSHORE PARAMEDIC:
The primary job of an offshore paramedic is to 
treat work-related injuries and illnesses among 
crew members of offshore oil rigs. 
Common responsibilities for offshore paramedics 
include treating wounds & injuries, administering 
medication, injections and IVs.

CONTRACT PARAMEDIC:
Contract paramedics provide their services on 
a temporary basis from one location to the next.

INDUSTRIAL MEDIC:
An industrial medic is an EMT or paramedic 
who works in factories, industrial centers, 
and manufacturing plants. Many industrial 
medics work in remote locations such as 
industrial complexes, mines, oil fields, 
and other distant locations. Many industrial 
companies need a first responder present in 
case of an injury or illness on the factory floor.
 
FORENSIC SCIENCE TECHNICIAN:
Forensic science technicians, crime scene techs, 
or crime scene investigators (CSIs); aid criminal 
investigations by collecting and analyzing 
evidence. Many technicians specialize in either 
crime scene investigation or laboratory analysis, 
but others may be generalists that perform both. 
 
VETERINARY TECHNICIAN:
Veterinary technicians work side-by-side with a 
licensed veterinarian to care for sick and injured 
animals. During any given shift, a vet tech may 
help sick animals, administer medicine, assist 
with veterinary surgery, or even help diagnose 
a pet’s medical problem. As an EMT or paramedic, 
much of their experience with treating people 
can be applied equally well to treating animals.
 
RADIOLOGIC TECHNOLOGIST:
Radiologic technologists adjust and maintain 
equipment, operating scans, evaluating images 
and prepping patients.
 
NURSE/REGISTERED NURSE:
Registered Nurses (RNs) and EMS 
professionals have a lot in common when 
providing service. They both provide medical 
treatment to patients and must remain calm 
under pressure in the event of a sudden 
emergency. In addition, EMTs and paramedics 
treat patients before they arrive at the hospital, 
whereas RNs may treat the same patients 
after they are admitted into the hospital 
or healthcare facility.


